AGENDA ITEM: PFMC MEETING 18/4/23
EASTON ON THE HILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
DATE:

April 2023
SUBJECT:
CAR PARK AT PLAYING FIELD

	1
	Introduction and Purpose of Report

	1.1
	This report provides background information and highlights the current problems with the state of the car park.

	
	

	1.2
	The aim is to find an effective, long-term solution to the car park surface, so that it can be used all year round, based on sound, technical and professional advice.

	
	

	2
	Recommendations

	2.1
	That the report is received and noted.

	
	

	2.2
	That a specialist surveyor is appointed to investigate and analyse the car park foundations and provide a solution to the issue based on this expert investigation.

	
	

	2.3
	That Smiths Purslow are appointed at a cost of £981 to do this work.

	
	

	
	

	3
	Background

	3.1
	The existing car park was laid in spring 2021 by A Hinch, Hinch Plant Hire at a cost of £14140. The method used was to use the crushed building materials (bricks, concrete blocks and tiles), plus 50mm limestone for the sub base, Terram Geotextile, then laying of Bodpave 85, filled with rootzone and topsoil/grass seed.

	
	

	
	Since it has been laid, the grass has not managed to grow, not in 2021 or 2022, nor 2023 so far.
The contractor has visited the site and advised to lay more grass seed, and this was done. It is reported that they have also drilled holes over the surface, through the Terram, to provide more drain holes.

The advised method of laying Bodpave 85 is contained in the attached.

It is not certain that limestone has been used, as this was not seen when a sample of the ground was taken and this might need to be confirmed with A Hinch.

Various relevant companies have been approached by K Cox and the Clerk to get general advice on what could be the problem – see emails attached.  Not always seeing the actual site, it is difficult to get an exact analysis, however the 3 people have advised there is most likely an issue with drainage across the whole car park – Terram, MMK Engineers and RJ Warren - and that possibly the sub-base and/or fall is not sufficient for adequate drainage and an effective surface.
K Cox has provided a summary of his opinion – attached.

There has been complaints and reports from the caretaker, members of the public and Wittering Premiair FC on the state of the car park and need for action.



	
	

	4.
	Quotes to re-surface the car park

	4.1
	MMK Engineers 
To replace the Bodpave grid system, with permeable sub-base and gravel top layer. £74198 plus vat. The same with a grass infill is £75854 plus vat.
To remove existing and replace with geotextile layer and road planings, with edgings. £46321 plus vat. The same with added French drain £54321 plus vat.

These are based on no survey of existing drainage on site. 

RJ Warren

RJ Warren was asked to quote but declined to do this without an engineer’s report and specification to work to, due to the perceived problem with drainage.  He believes the existing sub base is inadequate (and causing the current issues) and would need replacing with adequate drainage/permeable materials. 
A Hinch
Quote has been requested.



	
	

	
	

	5.
	Proposal

	5.1

5.2
	That the surveyor is appointed to analyse the existing car park and provide a report on the best way forward.  This was agreed at the last PFMC meeting as a next step but only up to a maximum of £500.
That consideration is given to the report in light of the original work completed and if the car park was constructed in a suitable way to the conditions and specification for Bodpave 85 recommendations.

	
	

	
	

	6.
	Staffing Policies

	6.1 
	None.

	
	

	7.
	Financial Implications

	7.1
	There are implications to council finances due to the costs to put it right and the costs to expertly analyse the problem. The financial implications are greater if no professional advice is taken and more work is undertaken without knowing the success or not of the work.  It is the job of the RFO to ensure contractors carry out the work requested and as per specification, and financial regulations are adhered to.  Council are accountable to the electorate on how their monies are spent.
A recent grant application for addressing the car park was turned down.

	
	

	8.
	Policy Implications

	8.1
	None

	
	

	9.
	Health and Safety Implications

	9.1
	There are significant issues with using the car park when it is extremely muddy and slippery.  The more it is used when the ground is wet, the worse it gets and should be sectioned off to prevent any further damage and injury to users.

	
	

	10.
	Reporting Officer Jenny Rice, Clerk/RFO


